Quest Community eNewspapers - South-East Advertiser - 15 Feb 2012 - Page #3

Page 1 of 1

L A A L L L T A T T LT

I think Scrub Rd needs to be looked
at...the engineering, for coping

with that amount of traffic

O

- NOEL SEAWRIGHT, BELMONT STATE SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL

TIME FOR A SHAVE

New registrations are now open for the
Leukaemia Foundation's biggest and best
annual fundraiser World's Greatest Shave
being held 15 17 March 2012. Visit

www worldsgreatestshave com to sign up
and find heaps of easy fundraising tips to
getstarted. Story Page 11

PAGE 4: LNP's Dillaway calls for no i
preference deals. é
PAGE 5: Meet the candidate

gunning for Chatsworth.

ONLINE: See our web page, visit
questnews.com.au 3

Penny drops on naval base

RICH REWARDS: THERE'S A
GROWING PUSH TO BUILD A
NEW PORT AT BULIMBEA

JOSHALSTON
alstonj@qst newsltd com.au

PENNY Cutting has seen

first-hand how benel la

naval base can be for a ¢ ity.

It is why the South
Brisbane Chamber of Com-
meree  president  advocates
the Defence Force Posture
Review recommendation to
bring one to Brisbane.

Mrs Cutting has lived in
San Diego, the principal
homeport of the Pacific fleet
in the United States.

There she has seen local
businesses thrive, some-
thing she would love to see
happen here at the existing
Bulimba Barracks.

“The local business com-
munity would reap rich re-
wards from a navy base,”
she said

“Sailors have money and
they haven't been off this
ship. haven't had anywhere
to spend it. The retail sector,
food and hospitality, trans-
port and so on ... there are
enormous spin-offs for the
loeal economy.

With Bulimba Barracks sit-
ting on the Brisbane River
with boatloads of empty
space, Mrs Cutting said it
was the perfect place for a
naval base,
ght now it's
front land, &
“There are many empty
buildings.

“It's a very under- utilised
piece of property.”

Mrs Cutting said there
would be added flow-on ef-
fects, including the necessity
for more major hotels in the
region to accommodate
naval officers on weekend
shore leave,

& Would a new navy base at
Bulimba be good for the
local community? Add your
comment at
www.questnews.com.au
{click on east)

UNDER-UTILISED:

Barracks has b:

d as the ideal location for a new naval base in Brisbane.

Picture: JIM CAMPEY

Consultation a priority
for development plans

THE local ¢ ity will
be consulted before any
naval base becomes a
reality on Brisbane's
southside.

Federal member for Griff-
ith Kevin Rudd warned that
any hard decisions were a
long way off, but said he
would work extensively
with local residents should
a naval base for Brisbane
become more than just a
recommendation,

“So let's just see what
navy and defence come up
with,” he said.

"But we intend to work
very closely with the local

on this.
“If the
decision
comes to
this area
it's some-
thing that |
Rudd would
then, as

the local member, work
very closely with the local
community on.
“Remember our first pri-
ority is always to provide
proper support for our men
and women in uniform in
the job that they do,” Mr
Rudd said.

Veteran
says river
congestion
too heavy

THE ship has sailed on
building a naval base on
the Brisbane River, accord-
ing to nawvy veteran Alan
Hellier.

The president of the Hol-
land Park-Mt Gravatt RSL
Sub-Branch served in the
Australian Navy for 21
years before
signing off
as a petty
officer radio
supervisor.

He has wel-
comed the
Force Pos-
ture Review
recommen-
dation for a navy base to
be built in the city, saying
it was “long overdue”.

But any plans to use
existing land belonging to
Australian Defence at Bu-
limba - or anywhere else
on the Brisbane River -
would likely have to be
shelved.

"I definitely don't think it
would waork in the Brisbane
River,” he said. "There is
so much commercial ship-
ping, it congests things
alot”

The recommended base
would be used to comp-
lement the Sydney base.

Brisbane and Cairns are
being considered too. Mr
Hellier said he hoped the
recommendation would be-
come reality in the future.

"Back in the old days, |
had a few postings here, It
was an active navy in
those days, with patrol
boats and so on,” he said.

“But (Brisbane has)
became forgotten as a
naval city.”

Hellier

kitchenconnection.com.au | 1800 700 777

ASPLEY | COORPAROO | GOLD COAST | INDOOROOPILLY | LOGAN | MACGREGOR | MITCHELTOMN

*Offor vaid with the purchass of 3 new kitchen connection kitchen. Minkmum cabines purchate price of $7500. 10% depasit at time of first appaintment. Offer based
on 20mm Caesarstone® thickness tops in standard range cobours with standard edge profiles. Offer valid until 29.212. Not available in conjunction with any other offar.
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